
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Autumn Term 2 – Y1FA & Y1P 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second half 
of the autumn term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss 
these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 

 

• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 
 

• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work 
 

• and importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! Listen 
to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

In R.E. we will explore the children’s ideas of ‘what God is like’. We will 
reflect on the fact that some things are mysterious and can’t be 
explained easily. We will then think about Advent and how it is a time 
of preparation for Christians as they wait to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Our Christmas topic is called ‘Incarnation’ and we will explore 
the Christmas story in greater detail, and discuss why Jesus’ birth is 
such an important event for Christians. 

 

Science 
Animals will form the main focus of our learning this half term. We 
will sort and classify common animals, including humans, into groups, 
such as birds, insects and mammals, and explore and answer 
questions about them in their habitat and how they are adapted to 
their environment. This includes camouflage and understanding how 
it benefits animals in the wild. We will describe and compare different 
animal body parts and learn about carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores. 
We will also continue our ongoing work of observing the changing 
seasons. This term we will be looking at the changes from Autumn to 
Winter. 

 

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

We will begin the half term by learning about the ‘firework code’ and 
the importance of keeping safe on Bonfire Night.  
We will then move on to our topic of growing, thinking about the 
changes and responsibilities that occur as we get older and celebrating 
our own talents and strengths that make us unique individuals. We will 
also discuss how to keep safe at other times and explore our feelings 
when we consider ourselves or others to be in unsafe situations, and 
who we can talk to about these.  
Linked to our science work, we will learn about what improves and 
harms our local, natural and built environments and talk about some 
of the ways in which we can look after them. 

  

  



  

 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Paws, Claws 
and 

whiskers  
 

Computing In computing, we will develop our understanding of a range 
of tools used for digital painting. We will use these tools to create our 
own digital paintings, while gaining inspiration from a range of artists’ 
work. At the end of the half term, we will consider our preferences when 
painting with and without the use of digital devices. 
 

History We will learn about events and individuals beyond living memory 
through the story of the Gunpowder Plot. We will find out who Guy 
Fawkes was, sequence the events surrounding the plot against the King 
and think about why Bonfire Night is celebrated each year. When 
commemorating Remembrance Day, we will learn about its origin and why 
poppies are important at this time. We will mark the occasion with our 
own minute’s silence. Later in the term, linked to our geography work on 
the continents, we will think about what it takes to be a great explorer, 
focusing on Captain Falcon Scott of Antarctica. We will find out why Scott 
went to the Antarctic and what happened to him there. 
 

Geography We will continue our work on the 7 continents and will name 
and locate all of these on a map of the world.  This half term, we will 
particularly focus on investigating hot and cold places in relation to the 
equator. We will explore in greater detail the North and South Pole and 
the animals that inhabit there. 
 

Art During Art this half term, we will explore colour, pattern, texture, line 
and shape when working with a range of different media, including paint 
and oil pastels. Throughout this unit, we will be looking at different 
paintings, drawings and sculptures of familiar animals and pets and how 
artists, such as Henri Rousseau, represent these in their artwork. As part 
of our ongoing work on seasons, we will also be creating natural 
sculptures after looking at the work of Andy Goldsworthy. 
 

DT In design and technology we will look at a range of masks from around 
the word. We will then begin to explore and investigate different 
materials. We will explore different joining techniques and look at 
different types of materials, tools and resources which will then enable 
us to carefully plan and design our own animal masks. We will be 
encouraged to think of our chosen animal and consider their appearance, 
for example does my animal have spots or stripes? Once we are ready to 
do so, we will then carry out our plan step by step to make an animal 
mask. When the mask is complete we will evaluate it and consider any 
changes we would make. 
 

Music We will start our music lessons by using the Charanga topic 
“Rhythm in the way we walk” which will introduce us to Reggae music. 
We will listen to and play different instruments whilst exploring fun 
Reggae tracks, as well as listening to and appraising other musical styles.  
 

Physical Education Within gymnastics, we will explore ways of travelling 
showing change of speed, height and direction. We will be taught how to 
move equipment safely and will learn how to take off and land safely 
when jumping. We will plan, and repeat, a simple sequence on the small 
and large apparatus, which includes different travelling, body shapes, 
jumps and turns. In Pilates, we will be developing our balance and 
coordination. We will learn different stretches and balances that will 
improve flexibility and strength, whilst having fun! Throughout this half 



term, we will continue to run for 15 minutes twice a week to complete the 
mile a day. 

 


